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any thing that they'l bring off which is all from
him who will be very ready to serve you in what
lyeth in my Power.

"WILLIAM KIDD."

They knew who he was only too well, so he
sailed for the Laccadives, whence news was soon
received of his barbarous treatment of the natives,
and that he had killed his quartermaster.* The
letter is characteristic of Kidd's methods. From
his first entrance into the Indian seas his conduct
had aroused suspicion. Owing to the large amount
of coasting trade and the frequent necessity of
calling at many places for water, the news of the
sea spread from port to port with great rapidity.
At the moment of his writing this letter he had
the master of the Mary a prisoner under hatches,
and the factory chiefs of Carwar and Calicut were
well aware of it; but to the end he believed that
he could throw dust in the eyes of the Com-
pany's officials by making play with the royal
commission.

* In ships of this class the quartermaster was next in importance
to the captain or master. The incident refers to the death of Moore,
the gunner of the Adventure, who was killed by Kidd in a fit of anger
for saying that Kidd had ruined them all. The killing of Moore was
one of the indictments against Kidd at his trial.